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ACADEMIC INTERESTS AND BACKGROUND

Dr. Harlan J. Onsrud is Professor in the Department of Spatial Information Science and
Engineering at the University of Maine and a research scientist with the National Center for
Geographic Information and Analysis (NCGIA) in the United States. Professor Onsrud’s research
focuses on the analysis of legal, ethical, and institutional issues affecting the creation and use of
digital databases and the assessment of the social impacts of spatial technologies. He is president-
elect of the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association (GSDI), past-president of the University
Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS), and past Chair of the U.S. National
Committee (USNC) on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA) of the National Research
Council. He recently chaired a U.S. National Research Council Study on the Licensing of Spatial
Data and Services and is a lifetime National Associate of the U.S. National Academies of Sciences.
He is a licensed engineer, land surveyor and attorney. Current and past research projects have been
funded by the National Science Foundation, the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the
Federal Geographic Data Committee, and the U.S. Department of Education.

TEACHING

Professor Onsrud teaches courses in Information Systems Law, Information Ethics, Cadastral and
Land Information Systems, and Research Ethics.
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